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offense, punishable with death by shooting. As far
back as eight years ago, when the government made
the drive to collectivize Russian farms, it decreed
that killing cattle was counter-revolutionary and a
capital offense. Later, hoarding metal coins was
considered a counter-revolutionary act. In 1934 a
new law was passed whereby ordinary stealing
from state properties or from kolkhozi was made a
crime against the state, or a political offense.
Crimes which are considered minor in capitalistic
countries and which are punished accordingly, at
present may be and often are punished even with
death, under the new Russian laws.

As the criminal laws themselves have become
more and more severe, the attitude of courts and
judges toward the individual who commits the
crime has also completely changed.

I visited a court in Moscow (which visit I was
able to make by outmaneuvering the Intourist
guide) where five workers were being tried for
stealing some vegetable oil from the factory or trust
for which they were working. This trial, like all
trials in Russia, whether in the past or present, was
highly melodramatic. It drew a big crowd, and the
judges, whether intentionally of not, obviously
played up to the audience. In the midst of the